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ON APPEARANCES 


We think the streamlined BUCKS 
COUNTY TRAVELER looks wonderful, 
the magazine that is. 

Of course, the real streamlined Bucks 
County Traveler looks even better wear- 
ing or carrying any of the many fine hand- 
made leather articles from our remark- 
able stock. 

The holidays will be here soon so stop by 
and plan now for the special gifts for your 
special people. 


BELTS 
HANDBAGS 
CLOTHING 
HOUSEHOLD ACCESSORIES 
DESK ACCESSORIES 
PERSONAL Appointments 
LEATHER ARTICLES of 
Practically Any Description 


ALAN MILLER 


Fashions in Leather 


Bridge Street New Hope 2356 


SINCE 1745 this Hotel has served food 
and offered shelter to the passing way- 
farer. At one time there was a covered 
bridge that ran across the river to New 
Jersey—now there's a steel foot-span for 
strolling before dinner. Weve restored 
the original fireplaces and rooms and will 
be happy to make a reservation for you 
for dinner or overnight. Phone Sugan 
3071, Lumberville, Pa. 


BLACK BASS HOTEL 


Softest Tender Deershin 
JACKETS, GLOVES, PURSES AND MOCCASINS 
In Eight Lovely Shades to match Any Outfit 

& 


MUSKRAT COATS, JACKETS, STOLES, CAPES 
And Mink Capelets for as little as $299.00 


Milton Bleam 8 Son 


244 W. BROAD STREET, QUAKERTOWN, PA. 


THE QUAKERTOWN NATIONAL BANK 


ORGANIZED 1877 
The Oldest Bank in Upper Bucks County 


ШЕТ CES | МЕРЕЊА НА od oco Я 4 ие. $150,000.00 
MDÓTU За а НИНА AINE TANA Рено Sal oue Jedes fec C0 600,000.00 
Undivided Profits and Reserves о 213,727.06 
Petal Capital Aeobunis с Љиља $963,727.06 


THIRD & WEST BROAD STREETS | QUAKERTOWN, PA. 


Our Deposits are Insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
To a Maximum of $10,000 for Each Depositor 


We Are OPEN АП Winter 
EVERY DAY BUT MONDAY 


Weekdays: 5 p. m. to 11 p. m. — Saturdays: Noon to 11 p. m. 
Sundays: Noon to Ten 


Our Banquet Facilities are available for up to 100 persons. 


COLLIGAVS. STOCKTON INN 


Phone: Lambertville, N. J. 9890 or 9864 


EXCLUSIVE FABRICS 


We take great pride in our remarkable selection of ex- 
clusive fabrics. Our customers may make their choice from 
samples of reproductions of materials from The Farmer's 
Museum Collection, the Henry Ford Collection, the Westerfield 
Collection, the Schumacher Museum Collection and the Wil- 
liamsburg fabrics. In addition we have handsome imported 
silks, modern linens, glosheen, and Knoll Textures. 


You will find our upholstery and tailored slipcover and 
drapery work equally satisfying. We will do your own furni- 
ture or you may order furniture through us. 


HOLSINGER'S 


523 W. BROAD STREET — Phone 36 — QUAKERTOWN, РА. 


WE HAVE a large variety of 
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COMMENT f" 


Greetings 


NEW HOPE 


Three months ago, here in the Gazette 
office in New Hope, we got to talking with 
Henry Freking, publisher of TRAVELER, 
about how Bucks County is growing. All 
three of us agreed that the 160,000 people 
here are interested not only in county his- 
tory but also in what's going on today 


"If somebody had time," Henry said, 
"and put out more articles of current in- 
terest, Га bet we'd pick up fifteen, twenty 
thousand more readers." 


But then, publishing a magazine is hard 
work, Henry's 75 and has worked a long 
time, etc., etc. Upshot was that last 
month, Bucks County Gazette, Inc., the 
company that publishes the New Hope 
Gazette, bought the TRAvELER. We didn't 
buy it lock, stock and barrel, however. 
Henry is staying on as a stockholder and 
Associate Editor. From now on, we'll 
worry about production problems and gov- 
ernment forms while he wanders around 
the county picking up historical data— 
which is what he wanted to do all along. 
He calls himself “The Old Traveler" now 
—and you'll find his column on Page 33. 


As for us, we hope you find the new 
cover and new format pleasing. If you 
do, you can thank our 38 stockholders— 
bless 'em. 


—Allen & Alice Ward 
Pam, 
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“THE BARN"—ANTIQUES 


DELLA M. CLARK 
* 


On The River Bank 
next door to 


The Bucks County Playhouse 


* 


NEW HOPE 
PENNSYLVANIA 


* 


Telephone 
New Hope 3509 


ANCHOR ESTATES 


AT THE CROSSROADS 
In Wrightstown Township, where Route 
232 meets Route 413---opposite the histor- 
ical old Anchor Inn---a handsome, restrict- 
ed community is now being laid out. 
Homebuilding already has started. Large 
plots with wide curved streets can be 


bought for as low as $995. Telephone 
McLEAN, ELmwood 7-0563 


“The Pioneer Realtor" 


BUCKS ~ 
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All year round ... 
The fifteen agencies of the 
BUCKS COUNTY COMMUNITY CHEST 


Provide a great variety of services 


Once a year... 
They need your financial help 
October is the month of the 1954 drive 


please give generously 


"Your House of Service" 


Quakertown Ice & Storage 


“Freeze your foods, or supply your heat. 
We render service that can't be beat." 


Frozen Food Locker Division 
Lockers, Frozen Foods, Swift's Meats, Containers, Papers, 
Curing & Smoking, Poultry Processing, Custom Cutting. 


Fuels Division 
Atlantic Fuel Oil, Rayolight, Gasolines, Motor Oils, Anthracite 
Coal 


Ice Division 
Clean, Sanitary Ice, Block or Crushed, Punch Bowls our 
Specialty 


BELMONT AVE. Phone: Quakertown 475 


HAS ‘BIG STEEL’ HURT OUR 


COUNTY? 


Take one large piece of farmland on the Delaware River. Add 


one large steel mill. 


Then stir in 25,000 people, a couple of 


enormous home-building corporations and some outdated 
laws. You end up with one of the most complicated economic 
stews to be found anywhere in the country. It's all happening 


in Lower Bucks. 


Heres Part ONE of a two-part report— 


By Вил. Dwyer AND Givens CREWS 


Bucks County is getting a thorough 
going-over from Uncle Sam these days. 
It isn’t generally known but a group of 
government specialists has moved into the 
county to study the effects of sudden in- 
dustrial expansion in a rural community. 
The results haven’t been announced so 
far—but it doesn’t take an expert to see 
that Big Steel is here and Bucks County 
has reached the point of no return. 

A few years ago, Bucks was an area 
known for its “gentleman farmer’ culture, 
its quiet countryside, its art colony. Then 
came Big Steel. 

A few years from now, Bucks County 
may be on its way to becoming a hodge- 


podge of South Chicagos, ghost towns and 
suburban slums. Or it may become a 
flourishing industrial-suburban community 
with an almost unlimited future. 

Even before the Fairless Works of U. S. 
Steel took over a large portion of Falls 
Township on the Delaware in Lower 
Bucks, the county was growing fast. In 
1940, we had a population of 107,715 and 
Bucks was the slowest-growing county in 
the state. By 1950, it was the state’s 
fastest-growing county with a younger, 
144,620 population. 

On top of this came Big Steel—and the 
big influx which has swelled our popula- 

(Continued on next page) 


steel 
( Continued from Page 9) 


tion to something like 160,000 as of this 
year, with no signs of levelling off. John 
F. Dyer of the County Commissioners' staff 
reports land transfers now average 1,000 
a month, not including lots in Levittown 
and Fairless Hills. Before 1950, it was 
about 400 a year. And Franklin C. Wood, 
director of the Bucks County Planning 
Commission, estimates the county popula- 
tion is growing at the rate of 15 per cent 
a year, compared to an average increase 
of 5 per cent a year before 1950. He 
figures that the 10,900 homes planned 
here for the next two years will add an- 
other 37,450 to the population. 


‘big 


Such an influx would be disrupting 
enough in an urban area. But in rural, 
agricultural Bucks it has had the effect 
of a volcano. Right now, the county is 
approaching a crossroads and the big ques- 
tion is: where do we go from here? 


Much of the answer depends on the lo- 
cal governments, and the people who elect 
them. At present there is a strong munici- 
pal tendency to regard any form of out- 
side assistance or advice as back-seat 
driving. For example, the Trenton Coun- 
cil of Social Agencies, familiar with the 
problems which suddenly emerged here, 
offered to help Bucks plan for its needs. 
The offer was rejected. Even the Bucks 
County Planning Commission, especially 
set up to try to bring order out of the 
present chaos, has been largely ignored. 
The attitude of the average Borough and 
Township officials has been—and still is— 
generally expressed along these lines: “We 
can manage our own affairs without Doy- 
lestown or Harrisburg telling us what to 


do." 


It is, therefore, little wonder that neces- 
sary and urgent changes are slow in com- 
ing. Even at this late date, Falls Town- 
ship—the heart of the boom area—has only 
a token zoning code. In many other 
places, building and zoning codes are ob- 
solete, poorly enforced or merely give 
official sanction to haphazard development. 
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Few townships have sanitation or plumb- 
ing codes. Some have no regulation of 
garbage disposal other than the stipula- 
tion that the waste must be dumped out- 
side municipal limits—with the astonishing 
result that right now some communities 
are quietly exchanging garbage in the dark 
of night. 


The outstanding exception to this chaos 
in the boom area is Lower Makefield 
Township whose 'country club' character 
has not shown any great change although 
it is almost in the shadow of Big Steel and 
is undergoing a building spree like its 
neighbors. The difference is that here, 
all building is planned and regulated by 
a zoning ordinance passed in 1939 and 
revised in 1948. "The results are excellent 
and might well be studied by townships 
farther north—and, for that matter, by 
neighboring townships whose regulations 
are by-passed or ignored. 


ONLY THE BEGINNING 


Haphazard building and clandestine 
garbage disposal are only two of the in- 
numerable headaches brought to our coun- 
ty by what the Pennsylvania State Plan- 
ning Board last month called the “un- 
precedented urbanization” taking place 
here. Roads are crumbling under the 
wheels of trucks carrying mounting loads. 
Schools are running on two shifts. Crime, 
as well as population, is on the rise. 


(The latter problem is by no means 
minor. Walter Schroeder, Deputy Clerk 
of the Bucks County Court, compiled his 
semi-annual report last month and found 
that 314 separate indictments were made 
in the first six months of 1953—as against 
210 in the same period of 1952. "That's 
an increase of 30 per cent. Further, he 
estimated that 90 per cent of the criminal 
cases came from the lower end of the 
county, with Bristol leading in the num- 
ber of defendants. ) 


The need is immediate, for new roads, 
schools, water supplies, police protection. 
And these services are in demand at a 


( Continued. on Page 31) 


THE GREAT FLOOD OF 1903 


—Photograph Courtesy of George R. Kline, Lambertville 


The covered. bridge at New Hope (above) was one of seven 
between Easton and Trenton that were swept away in the 
Great Flood 50 years ago this month. The water began to rise 
October 10th, 1903, and the valley was still flooded. when the 
DoyLestowN Democrat went to press on Thursday, Oct. 
15th—with the following excellent report: 


As the greatest flood in the history of 
the Delaware River recedes the incalcul- 
able destruction wrought becomes more 
and more apparent. Several million dol- 
lars worth of damage has been done along 
its banks. 

From reports received the Lehigh Coal 
& Navigation Company's Canal is utterly 
destroyed. 

The Belvidere division of the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad is damaged to the extent 
of thousands of dollars, and no trains are 
moving over it. 

The river road is impassable for any 
distance. Many of its bridges having been 
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carried away and washouts are numerous. 


FLOOD DAMAGE AT BRISTOL 


The special correspondent at Bristol 
writes: 


Many of the fine residences along Rad- 
cliffe street had their lower floors flooded, 
notably those of Dr. Pursell Joseph R. 
Grundy and Thomas Scott. 

Jones old shipyard at the mouth of 
Hollow Creek was almost entirely under 
water President of Town Council 
J. B. Owens and other well known Bris- 
tolians were in Trenton on Saturday after- 

(Continued on Page 26) 


NEEDED: A County Health Department 


Our increasing population is bringing health and. sanitation 
problems not anticipated in Bucks County ten years ago. In 
this article, the chairman of the Committee on Public Health 
of the Bucks County Medical Society states the case for the 
formation of a county organization to solve these problems. 


By Ricnanp I. DAanNELL, M. D. 


The first county health department in 
our country was formed in New York state 
85 years ago. It began by using hospital 
and laboratory experience to prevent dis- 
ease—and it was so successful that there 
are now 1,220 such departments in 40 of 
the 48 states. Our state has попе. 

In 1947, a survey of Pennsylvania pub- 
lic health services was made by the Amer- 
ican Public Health Association. Many de- 
fects were noted—and one urgent recom- 
mendation was that county health units 
should be set up. These, the APHA felt, 
would be more efficient than a single state 
unit because each one could be tailored 
to fit a county's specific needs. In 1951, 
our legislature passed the Local Health 
Unit Act, based on the APHA survey— 
and on the vast experience of the existing 
county health departments across the 
country. 

In other words, our state is catching 
up. But what of Bucks County? Next 
month, our ballots will carry the question: 
“Do you favor a County Health Depart- 
ment for Bucks County?" Petitions to put 
this question on the ballot bore 2X times 
the needed number of signatures. The 
PTA and other organizations are support 
ing this proposal as their main project 
for the year. The explosive growth in our 
county makes such a unit critically neces- 


sary. 
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BASIC NECESSITY 


А basic job of our proposed county 
health unit would be to bring about im- 
proved sanitation. It would inspect restau- 
rants and water supplies for the better 
protection of each of us. Laws governing 
food and sewage disposal would be better 
enforced. Stream pollution would be 
more effectively curtailed. These func- 
tions are now served by the state, where 
lack of personnel prevents adequate service. 


Another phase of disease prevention in- 
volves contagion. А county unit would 
supply vaccines and sera in emergencies 
—such as gamma globulin for a polio out- 
break. TB, which now requires over one- 
third of our State Health Department 
budget, could be discovered earlier—thus 
saving many months of costly sanitarium 
care. 


Physicians (and their patients) would 
be helped by up-to-the-minute figures on 
illness. In a case of dogbite, for instance, 
it is worth knowing whether rabies has 
been noted recently in the vicinity. Such 
data would be made available to the 
public by the proposed health unit. 

Another, and very important point, con- 
cerns the necessity for laboratories for 
testing food and water. These facilities 
should be near the subject under inves- 


(Continued on Page 32) 


IN DEFENSE OF PRACTICAL JOKES 


The author of this piece is a Penn's Park novelist of good 


reputation. His excellent novel, THe Gasrret Horn, will soon 
be followed by another, tentatively titled Соме FORTH 


Monpay. He once wrote a radio show, “The Lone Ranger,” 
and before that covered Detroit's Purple Gang as a reporter. 


He is, in short, serious in his defense of the maligned practical 


joker. 


By FeLIx HOLT 


Yeah, I know that a practical joker is 
supposed to be a close relative of a moron, 
one limb below an ape, one jump ahead 
of a butterfly net. Okay, I dont give a 
hoot. I still get a kick out of a hot-foot 
so long as it is done artistically and not 
to my foot. Which is the reason for this 
piece. 

The successful practical joker must be 
an artist. Clumsiness is not to be toler- 
ated. He must be a master of dead-pan. 
But most important, his pranks must be 
spontaneous, never planned in advance. 
Thats why they are a craft apart from 
the verbal gagster who largely relies on 
a card index prepared by somebody else 
and designed to fit any situation that may 
arise. He is merely a journeyman com- 
pared to the practical joker. 

As an example, here are a couple of 
minor masterpieces by two of the best 
practical jokers I ever knew—Pat Dennis, 
radio editor of the Detroit Times, and 
John Dietz, the radio and television di- 
rector. 

Out in Detroit early one afternoon I 
was walking with Pat Dennis when we 
approached the famed St. Aloysius Church, 
a favorite spot for panhandlers who loiter- 
ed on the sidewalk and begged handouts 
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from the devout as the latter came out 
from worship. On this occasion, we recog- 
nized a mutual friend, Joe Higgins, who 
daily devoted part of his lunch hour to 
prayer at St. Aloysius. He had evidently 
just emerged from his devotions and was 
standing at the edge of the sidewalk, talk- 
ing to two rather elderly ladies. They 
were beaming at him as he talked. Joe 
was politely holding his hat in his hands 
in front of him. 

Suddenly, as we came abreast of him 
and the two ladies, Pat Dennis pulled a 
hand from his pocket and tossed a quarter 
into Joe's hat, then passed on without the 
slightest sign of recognition. I caught the 
cue in time to play it deadpan, too. 

Fifteen minutes later, in the office, it 
took four strong men to keep Joe from 
mauling us beyond recognition. When he 
cooled down, he disclosed that the two 
elderly ladies had been his school teachers 
twenty years before and at the moment 
of our approach he had been briefing 
them on his climb up the ladder of suc- 
cess. No amount of explaining, he argued, 
would ever convince them that Pat and 
I were not complete strangers to him. 

Another fine example of the jokester's 

(Continued on next page) 


FOR 
PLEASANT 


|“ DESIGN NO. 5212 


This modern town house, with its 
trim exterior lines, is designed for 
maximum comfort and convenience 
· . . a home for easy, gracious family 
living. 

Plans for this and many other 


home styles may be seen in our office. 


You will be pleased when you come 
to us, whether for a complete list of 
materials for your house or merely 
a piece of 2 by 4, and we will be 


pleased to serve you. 


5 
= 
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Doylestown 276 
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art occurred in New York in 1945, when 
people the country over were still queue- 
ing up to buy cigarettes and other scarce 
and unrationed commodities. I came out 
of the CBS building at Madison Avenue 
and 52nd Street in company with John 
Dietz, the director. Across the street was 
the end of a line of humanity that stretch- 
ed south to 51st St. and then disappeared 
west toward Fifth Avenue. Не and I 
crossed over and had stopped to chat a 
moment when three women came up to 
us. 

"What are those people lined up for?" 
one of them asked. 

I was on the verge of telling them when 
John grabbed the cue from under my nose. 

"Why, haven't you heard?" he asked, 
lifting his eyebrows in surprise at their 
ignorance. 

"Why Saks 5th Avenue has just received 
two carloads of nylon stockings," John said 
without a trace of a smile, "and they're 
selling them for a dollar a pair, two pairs 
to a customer." 

The three women thanked us and began 
to chatter excitedly as they joined the 
queue. Passing women, and even a few 
men, became infected with their excite- 
ment, inquired the reason, and likewise 
joined the line. 

Then John and I strolled down the 
street, speculating on their reaction when 
they reached Fifth Avenue some two or 
three hours later to discover that the queue 
did not end at Saks 5th Avenue's stocking 
counter but at St. Patricks Cathedral 
where the body of Al Smith was lying in 
state. 


OUR TYPE 


The new type-face you find in Bucks 
County TRAVELER is Caledonia—8 point 
and 10 point. Nicholas Nanni, proprietor 
of New Era Typesetting Service, Lam- 
bertville, where the type is set, says proud- 
ly, "Its a modernized version of a tra- 
ditional type designed in this country.” 


THE 


DAY THE AQUEDUCT COLLAPSED 


Willis Johnson of Point Pleasant (shown above on the new 
aqueduct chatting with Sally Clark of Doylestown) is one of 
many people alive today who believe that only a miracle 
saved them from a horrible death. It might easily have been 
Bucks County's worst disaster. 


By Sara MAYNARD CLARK 


Tuesday, September 4th, 1934, was a 
perfect Bucks County autumn production. 
The sky was blue and sparkling as a 
baby's eyes, white clouds drifted toward 
the Jersey hills, contours of the landscape 
stood out like those in a Grant Wood 
painting and every tree was rounded out 
with light and shadow. The water in 
the canal was still and clear, the sun 
shafting through it to spotlight the per- 
sonal activities of small black bass, darting 
minnows and a polliwog in the process 
of becoming a frog. 

As the afternoon shadows began to 
stretch out, a quietness settled on the 
valley. At Point Pleasant, where hundreds 
of kids had swum in and around the aque- 
duct on yesterday's Labor Day holiday, 
all was peace. А snake slithered along 
the berm bank (the bank across from the 
towpath.—Ed.) and the water became 
convulsed by the flight of small things 
that did not want to be a snake's dinner. 
The stillness emphasized all the soft hum- 
mings and whirrings and rustlings of un- 
seen creatures. 
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At about five o'clock, a work barge 
drifted slowly down the canal with the 
draft mule's bell tinkling its high, sweet 
rhythm along the towpath. The men sat 
at ease, their work finished in the Lumber- 
ville area. АП day they had cut the 
water grass from the canal bed, an amaz- 
ing sight. The work barge, with very 
low sides, would be turned broadside and 
two or three men would stand and swish 
their scythes through the water, slashing 
down the thick stand of plants that had 
grown so the tops of the spear-like leaves 
stood above the water. From a distance, 
the rhythmic sway of the men at work 
presented the look of an odd ballet. 

For 102 years, ever since the canal was 
opened in 1832, the canal men had de- 
veloped the techniques of maintaining the 
waterway. It was no labor of love, how- 
ever. For years, as many as 70 laden 
barges a day had passed through the busy 
canal. Even now, in 1934, although the 
canal was no longer an economic neces- 
sity, the tradition of maintenance and re- 

(Continued on Page 16) 


aqueduct 
(Continued from Page 15) 


pair continued and so the men were glid- 
ing quietly down toward New Hope to 
cut the grass in the canal above the bridge. 


That grass is still to be сиё. . . because 
of something that happened at Point 
Pleasant, miles up the canal. 


In those days, the big attraction of 
Point Pleasant was the big, 208 foot long 
aqueduct. It was 20 feet wide, 16 feet 
deep and the water was clear as crystal— 
a wonderful “swimming hole" that attract- 


River Rd. just below Lumberville ed people for miles around. Only the 
Dinner 5:30 to 10:00 p. m. day before, which was Labor Day, hun- 
Luscinehs 42 1:200 ». A dreds of happy kids had splashed and 


Cocktails played in it. 


B t I is l: as 
Phàné Sega 3341 ut on this day, as afternoon gathered 


into night, all was quiet. Willis Johnson, 


Cuttalossa Inn caretaker of this stretch of canal, drove 
| his old Model T Ford onto the aqueduct. 
Closed in the Winter It was his habit to leave his car there 


and clamber down the bank to the bed of 
Tohickon Creek—60 feet below—to inspect 
the big steel and wood structure for leaks. 


Unexpected Guests? But this time, for no reason at all, his 
T Guardian Angel gave him a hunch to 
ry our Frozen 


drive on. He remembers seeing a man 


€ Chicken Pie and two boys swimming—and he remem- 

€ Chicken Croquettes bers hearing a strange and terrific noise 
; just a little while later. 

@ Chicken Scrapple Moments after Johnson passed, Boots 

@ Beef Pie Nace and the late Cal Hamilton of Point 

€ Oyster Pie Pleasant sauntered across the aqueduct, 


oing south. Half way over, they felt 

At АП Good Grocers i structure sway under their feet and 
Where Frozen Foods Are Sold both started to run. Some folks say they 
never stopped until they reached the 
Mountainside Hotel where they could calm 
their agitated nerves at the bar. ЈЕ this 
is true, one can hardly blame them—for 
what they had escaped had all the mak- 
ings of a great disaster. 

Only seconds after their running feet 
hit solid ground, a 20 foot section in the 
middle of the aqueduct suddenly ripped 
away and plummeted into Tohickon Creek, 
smashing on the rocks. А torrent of water 


(Continued on Page 25) 
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'53 Ford 


Worth more 
when you buy it.. 
Worth more 
when you sell it.. 


J. J. CONROY 


West State Street 
Doylestown, Pa. 
Phone: 274 or 9478 


Your Authorized FORD DEALER since 1919 


Woodrow W. Wehrung 


Excavating - Ditching Manufacturers of 
Bulldozing Concrete Septic Tanks 
"Specializing in Farm Ponds" "Complete Sewage System Installed" 
Phone: Ferndale 2-6311 тее Ottsville, Pennsylvania 


OURS IS a place with no televi- 
sion. Our Beer is good, our Wines, 
Liquors and Cocktails, excellent. 
We're located two miles south of 
Quakertown on the Quakertown- 
Doylestown Road (Rt. 313) and our 
phone is Quakertown 1052. 


Henry H. De Pue 


Proprietor 


The Old Wagon Wheel Tavern 
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Colonial Convalescent Home 


Registered Nurses 
Reasonable Rates 


24 Hour Nursing Care 


Our Home is ideal for the Elderly, Convalescent or Chronically 
ill person who wants a homelike atmosphere but needs proper 
nursing care. Our surroundings are most pleasant, our meals 
delicious. Naturally, we are State Licensed. 


1408 W. Broad Street Quakertown 1170 Quakertown, Pa. 


MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK 


The Bank of Service 


Quakertown, Pennsylvania 


A Member of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
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“Midget” 
By JuL CumMMINGs 


It isn’t a "giant —it is very small It 
doesn't claim a pedigree. It represents a 
small capital outlay—it is just swamp oak 
and cowhide and a little bit of Texicana. 


One can look at this little chair and 
see a Texas of long ago—the little group 
surrounded by the Spanish in the Alamo, 
with their bravery against overwhelming 
odds—Sul Ross killing Quannah Parker's 
beloved Indian Chief husband and the 
frantic hurt in her eyes—Sam Houston’s 
typical breezeway home in Huntsville so 
barren of the comforts and luxuries to 
which he was accustomed—the vast plains, 
the mesquite and cactus—the sweltering 
heat of daytime, yet the fragrant scent of 
jessamine after dark. One can almost 
picture General W. W. H. Davis of Bucks 
County sitting on just such a chair while 
visiting Major Simeon Hart at Hartsville 
(now El Paso, Texas). 


I smile as I think of the day during 
World War II riding along to Fort Sam 
Houston and passing the little shabby 
shop beside a railroad track with its pic- 
turesque sign, 


"If we ain't got, it we kin git it." 


Amid the disorder and "trash," this 
piece stood out; a descendant of the state- 
ly eastern Colonial slatback, migrated far 
afield and fallen to low estate. It was 
denuded of paint; its finials showed the 
fine polish from many hands; across its 
seat were crazily nailed old boards which 
had doubtless served to support the wash- 
tub for some honest old Mammy ere the 
mechanical washing machine had render- 
ed even this service unnecessary. It es- 
caped the woodpile by little less than a 
miracle! Imagine the shocked surprise of 
our host and hostess on "staff row" at 
stiffly correct Fort Sam Houston to see 
such as this amidst our luggage when the 
trunk of the car was opened. 


(Continued on Page 23) 


Homes - Farms - Estates 


NEW HOPE 
REALTY CO. 


Route 202, 1 mile West of 


New Hope, Pennsylvania 


TED STARK New Hope 3700 


Realtor Evenings 3390 


Shop On Sunday 
And ’til 9:00 p. т. 


—EXCEPT on Wednesdays. 
Our prices are as low as else- 
where, we have plenty of park- 
ing space, and a large stock of 
Groceries, Frozen Foods, Bak- 
ery Stuff, and Vegetables. 


YOUNG’S 
RICH HILL STORE 
Old Bethlehem Pike 
Phone: Quakertown 180-R-1 


WOLFINGER’S 

334 W. Broad St. 

Quakertown, Pa. 
Phone 166-] 


Grandfather 
Clocks Repaired 


TWO CENTURIES OF PEACE ~ PI 
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Sturdy, hopeful and thriving despite the coming of the 
Atomic Age—or, perhaps, because of it—the Friends of 
Plumstead recently returned to their rarely-occupied 
Meeting House for a major anniversary. ‘TRAVELER re- 
porter Margaret Hundertmark, who has studied the 
Meeting Houses of Falls, Solebury, Doylestown, Lang- 
horne and Buckingham, recently found signs of a new 
rebirth of the old Plumstead Meeting—whose members 
long ago joined the flourishing Buckingham Meeting. 


By MARGARET HUNDERTMARK 


"Thou art late for meeting," he said. 

"Yes, but I have come many miles on horseback, and 
I have the River to cross you know,” the fellow Friend 
replied. 

"Yes, but thee knew that when thee went to bed the 
night before!" 

Horace Lippincott was telling this story upon the 
occasion of the 225th anniversary of Plumstead Meeting 
on the final First Day of August of this year, just as the 
TRAVELER tried to slip quietly into meeting 15 minutes 
late. The Friends’ cordially added to the confusion with 
a hand in the front pews beckoning me to 
come on up and sit on the second row. On 
my way up, Mr. Lippincott paused polite- 
ba vs 


PLUMSTEAD FRIENDS MEE: 


Micheners, Dyers, Fells, Smiths, Waltons, 
Cadwalladers, Watsons—scores of them, de- 
scendants of those ‘Quakers of Plumstead 
who had held First Day meetings in their 
homes here in the early seventeen hundreds 
—had come in their Plymouths and Dodges 
and Fords and Buicks to park under the 
lovely old trees and to gather inside to 
talk about the strength of their forefathers, 
buried many long years in Plumstead bury- 
ing place on the brow of the beautiful hill. 
The strength of which they spoke was a 
spiritual one so that even the silences were 
eloquent. 

Quakers meet at this place on Gardenville 


Road between Danboro and Gardenville 
only once a year. But Buckingham Friends 
Monthly Meeting had appointed a commit- 
tee to see to the anniversary program and 
the committee had done well. Each person 
held in his hand a neatly printed history of 
the old meeting house and its people through 
the years, gleaned from the careful records 
of the Buckingham Friends Meeting. Lov- 
ing hands had polished the little black stove 
standing in the center. Others had cleaned 
the windows and placed flowers on the sills. 
Walls, benches, floors and ceiling had been 
cleaned and refurbished for this occasion. 
Handsome gladioli surrounded the quaint 


20 


ia a sa ae 


LUMSTEAD MEETING. 1730 - 1953 


Nc HousEe—For Micheners, Fells, etc., а 225th Anniversary. —Photo by Charles Maddox 


stove, and on it lay a man’s Quaker-grey 
hat—somewhat symbolic although perhaps 
he who put it there wasn't conscious of this. 

Here history came alive in the hushed 
silence, close by the graves of those who 
had established this 
road to democracy. The little booklet made 
legible the writing of the minutes of Buck- 
ingham Friends Meeting, which has spon- 
sored the Plumstead group ever since it 
was founded back in 1730, during the reign 
of George II of England—and records com- 
piled by Comly Michener and Laure Duval 
Fell of Doylestown told the whole story. 
It told how Thomas Brown and his sons 


way-station on the 


Thomas, Jr. and Alexander each gave five 
acres of land to the trustees appointed by 
Buckingham Friends Meeting. These trus- 
tees- William Michener, Josiah Dyer and 
Joseph Brown—were chosen to arrange for 
"a place to erect, build and continue a 
Meeting House and stables and for a place 
to bury their dead, to make, fence and 
continue a burial place for said Meeting 
of Plumstead and for no other use or pur- 
poses whatsoever." 

The first Meeting House was a log cabin 
built that same year. It stood for only two 
years, until it was replaced by a second 

(Continued on Page 22) 


TWO CENTURIES OF PEACE 


WHEN THE TREES WERE YOUNG. This photograph of Plumstead 
Friends Meeting House was made about 1875 after the Buckingham Friends 


had pitched in to rebuild the historic structure. 


The trees, protected 


against the more severe winters of those days, grew and flourished as you 


can see on page 21. 


(Continued from Page 21) 

one, made from stone quarried on the prop- 
erty. The latter structure withstood the 
elements for 135 years—but in 1869, the 
building evidently having become inade- 
quate, the members transferred to Buck- 
ingham Meeting. Then, in 1875, times be- 
ing prosperous, it was decided to rebuild 
the old structure. 

(To help finance the rebuilding, the 
Friends sold off 6 of their original 15 acres 
to John Shafer and Isaac Myer—for $750, 
or $125 an acre. Asking price for farm- 
land in that same area today is between 
$250 and $300 an acre so, allowing for 
the depreciation of the dollar, one sees that 
the value of land there has made no notice- 
able change in 78 years.) 

The Friends did most of the rebuilding 
work themselves and finally finished it at 
a cost of only $1,308.13. The trees planted 
that year have since grown into a noble 
framework for the building and sitting 
there in the quiet of the meeting I could 


Photo courtesy of Comly Michener, Doylestown 


look out on the gravestones in the carefully 
tended burial ground—gravestones of the 
people who had planted those trees. And 
there, on the green hill where the white 
stones rest, I could see gay colors moving— 
the boys and girls of 1953 who had come 
to see the places where their great-great 
grandparents lay in quiet and in peace. 


But inside the building, the talk turned 
from the past to the future. What has been 
lost? This was the question they were 
asking. 


George Walton, principal emeritus of 
George School, spoke nostalgically of walk- 
ing with his young wife some six or seven 
miles to this very meeting, of walking as 
the best possible preparation for a young 
couple's attitude for worship. Harry Cad- 
wallader spoke feelingly of his father's con- 
cern that a man be prone to give the world 
nine-tenths of his effort in life. Erudite 
and homely, each truth pierced the silence. 


(Continued on Page 23) 


centuries of peace 
(Continued from Page 22) 


One spoke of what could be done to an 
old pair of pliers (stiff and brown like 
Quakers, he said!) to start them to move 
again. Another read Emerson and others 
quoted the Bible. 

It was evident the members were con- 
cerned because the meeting house is open 
only once a year, and soon there came 
practical suggestions for reviving a live 
meeting house, with First Day meetings 
each First Day. Practical suggestions that 
were taken up and embellished and which 
may one day soon bring about a rebirth 
of activity for historic Plumstead Meeting 
in its beautiful setting. 


‘midget’ 
(Continued from Page 19) 


It isn’t anything about which to brag— 
just the migration of an antique eastward 
and a concrete reenactment of a part 
played much earlier in the older settled 
sections. Now it has a new cowhide seat 
laced on in the old method and it reposes— 
almost gracefully—in a Bucks County home 
along with 18th Century companions. 
Since it has escaped almost obvious de- 
struction, may it survive to be used, en- 
joyed and loved. 
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THE 
RIVER HOUSE 


NEW HOPE, PA. 


SUNDAY DINNERS 
Noon to 8:00 p. m. 


WEEKDAY HOURS: 


LUNCH: Noon to 2:30 
DINNER: 5:00 to 9:30 


New Hope 3792 


-OPEN ALL YEAR 


The Family Shoe Store since 1868 


Nationally Advertised Brands for 
Men, Women and Children 
X-Ray Fitting 


Hinkel & Biehn 


Quakertown, Pennsylvania 


WHEN YOU'RE IN DOYLESTOWN VISIT 
ED'S NEW MODERN 
DINER - RESTAURANT 
ON ROUTE 202 (WEST STATE STREET) 


Our Food is the Best, and it's cooked in the Best manner. 
We're Air-Conditioned Too 


NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 


Courses co-ordinating theoretical and practical agri- 
culture and general education leading to the Bachelor 
of Science Degree. 

For Information and catalogues, please write to: 


The Dean of Students 
Farm School Post Office 
Pennsylvania 


ARTHUR W. TREFFINGER & SON 


Funeral Home 


“As Old as 1909 — As Modern as 1953" 


20-22 N. Ambler Street Quakertown, Pennsylvania Phone 247 
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aqueduct 


(Continued from Page 16) 


cascaded through the opening. And in 
only a matter of minutes the once-flourish- 
ing 60-mile canal was obsolete. 

Willis Johnson had the Smithtown gate 
closed immediately, of course, but there 
was no force on earth that could keep 
some 35,000,000 gallons of water from 
pouring out into the creek—or that could 
prevent all the quiet beauty from becom- 
ing muddy banks and fast-drying pools. 
In the days that followed, the Sportsmen's 
Club members and others rescued what 
they could of the dying fish but it was a 
hopelessly difficult task. Huge carp lay 
gasping where they had nosed happily 
among the old roots and explored the dim 
carverns under rocks and fallen logs. The 
eels tried to bury themselves in the dry- 
ing mud, writhing like thick snakes. Тће 
frogs hopped to the river and the snakes 
rescued themselves. One of them had a 
fierce battle with Bob Stephens of Center 
Bridge over a fish Bob was transferring 
to the river. Even after Bob had broken 
its back with a club, the hungry thing 
tried to hang onto the fish. 

That was the beginning of an unhappy 
era for the canal. After agitation by the 
Delaware Valley Protective Association, a 
flume was built across the fallen aqueduct. 
This furnished enough water for pleasure 
barges to operate as far as Cuttalossa— 
but the damage of the flood of 1936 put 
an end to those picturesque parties and 
until very recently, the canal was little 
more than an eyesore. 

Last year, after persistent work by the 
DVPA, the New Hope Canal Committee 
and State Senator Edward B. Watson— 
with the support of Governor Fine—the 
canal finally was rebuilt from one end to 
the other. And at a big victory meeting 
held in New Hope last month, it was freely 
predicted that it won't be long before the 
towpath will ring to the sweet tinkle of 
mule bells when the pleasure barges may 
run again. 


Ну ЕЛИТ 
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BUCKS COUNTY INN 


On The Square At 
Doylestown 


Visit The 
COPPER ROOM 
for Cocktails 


Modern Rooms Fine Food 


Large Parking Area 


Phone Doylestown 4829 


Howard S. Ellis 
County-Wide Service 
Linoleum 
Asphalt Tile 
Rubber Tile 
Plastic Wall Tile 
Venetian Blinds 
Window Shades 


51 West Court Street 
Doylestown, Pa. 


Phone: Doylestown 4552 


MIRIAM K. STEELY 
All Forms of Insurance 
Notary Public 
207 S. 11th Sc, Quakertown 
Phone: 711-W 


Have Y ou Books 
For Sale? 


If so, send us your list and we shall 
be happy to advise you in any way 
we can. 


Are T here Books 
You Want? 


Send for our quotations, and when 
you come to Philadelphia be sure to 
visit us and bring your friends. We 
have 900,000 volumes on display, 
through which you are welcome to 
browse. 


Leary's Book Store 
Largest Old Book Store in America 
9th Street, below Market 
Walnut 2-1167 * Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


INTERESTED IN HOME 
MOVIE EQUIPMENT? 


We handle a complete line and full 
service for Home Movie Equipment as 
well as all makes of regular Cameras. 


In addition to our Film and Photo 
supplies we also carry: 


Royal Portable Typewriters 
Remington Adding Machines 
Safe Guard Check Writers 


MAUGERI 
CAMERA SHOP 
17 S. Third Street 
Quakertown, Pa. 
Phone Quakertown 294 


Hartman Insurance 


АП Forms of Insurance 
Quaker Travel Bureau 
Trips, Cruises, Tours 


211 W. Broad St., Quakertown, Pa. 
Phone 224 
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the great flood 


(Continued from Page 11) 


noon watching with interest the big en- 
gines of the Pennsylvania Railroad Com- 
pany plow their way through the three 
feet of water that covered the tracks in 
the tunnel under the Delaware and Rar- 
itan canal. 


QUARRIES DAMAGED 


The office of the Lumberton Quarries, 
tool house and blacksmith shop were 
swept away by the flood. Both quarry 
bridges over the canal are gone. The 
quarries were flooded and great damage 
resulted. 


RIVER ROAD BLOCKED 


The Pennsylvania side of the river road 
is entirely blocked from Yardley to Easton. 
Many of the bridges have been washed 
away. 


(It was some time before the full ex- 
tent of the damage became known. Sev- 
en of the eight bridges between Tren- 
ton and Easton were swept away, with 
only the Center Bridge remaining more 
or less intact. The Milford Bridge was 
the first to go. It floated down the river 
to Frenchtown and took out that bridge. 
Then both of them rolled down on the 
new steel bridge at Point Pleasant. This 
was expected to stand but, as a later cor- 
respondent wrote sadly, “it lies a tangled 
mass of twisted and broken iron in the 
bottom of the Delaware.” The wreckage 
kept on rolling, taking out the center sec- 
tion of the old wooden covered bridge at 
Lumberville. Then the wreckage dispersed 
so the Center Bridge escaped with only 
a few holes in the floor. The Taylorsville 
bridge went out next, then the 92 year 
old covered bridge at New Hope went 
down over Wells’ Falls and the Yardley 
Bridge went out in four sections and parts 
of it damaged the Calhoun Street bridge 
at Trenton. —S. C.) 


(Continued on Page 27) 


THE YARDLEY BRIDGE 

The Yardley bridge which was carried 
away about 11 o'clock on Saturday night, 
was erected in 1842 and had withstood 
many floods. Elijah Scattergood, who was 
employed as bridge tender for twenty 
years, moved his family out earlier in the 
day. At this time the water was over the 
first floor of the dwelling. 


B. F. Livezey, director of the Yardley 
Bridge Company, says that the structure 
would be replaced, this time with an iron 
bridge. The bridge cost about $63,000 
when it was built. It would cost $75,000 
to reconstruct it of the same material now. 


DESTRUCTION AT KINTNERSVILLE 


Great destruction was caused by the 
flood at Kintnersville . . . All the moveable 
property at Kintnersville between the canal 
and the river is believed to have been 
carried down by the flood. The bridge 
over the canal was wrecked. 


At the Kintnersville aqueduct an im- 
mense heap of wreckage is piled. Build- 
ings of all descriptions, including portions 
of dwellings and barns and outhouses; a 
dozen barrels of gasoline, two barrels of 
whiskey—cornshocks, broken furniture of 
all descriptions, logs, stumps and tree limbs 
are mixed up in the most grotesque fash- 
ion. At no place in the river is the de- 
structiveness of the flood more forcibly il- 
lustrated than here. 


TROLLEY COMPANY ESCAPES 


The Philadelphia and Easton Railway 
company builded wiser than they knew 
when they decided to put their tracks up 
the rugged hillslope. As it was the water 
was five feet above the company’s track 
at Rocky Falls, which are eleven feet 
above the Delaware River Road. The fine 
engineering work was unimpaired, only a 
small washout of no importance resulting. 
The large retaining wall between the road 
and canal, however, was washed away and 
with it a large portion of the roadbed. 


The Company’s power house at Raubs- 


(Continued of Page 28) 
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^ 
Hand Decorations 
In Any Color or Design 


* LAMP SHADES 
* TRAYS 
* LAMPS 


MADE TO ORDER 


Unusual Accessories and Gifts for 
Country Living 


MAXEY'S PROVINCIALS 


Route 611, Between 
Plumsteadville &  Pipersville 


Phone: Plumsteadville 2701 


WE SERVE delicious food amidst 


charming Colonial surroundings. 


Cocktail Bar 
Summer Garden 
WASHINGTON CROSSING 
INN 
at Washington Crossing, Pa. 
Phone Newtown 2277 


Guest Rooms 


Doylestown 
Federal Savings & 
Loan Association 


INSURED SAVINGS 
HOME LOANS 
17 West Court Street 
Doylestown, Pa. 
Doylestown 4554 


SS UT ee ee ERN ERR ti 


The Bush House in 1850 


For Fifty-three years we have en- 
deavored to provide fine, modern and 
up-to-date Hotel facilities for our 
patrons. —Russell E. Hill, Manager 


BUSH HOUSE 
HOTEL 


Telephone 1135 
Quakertown, Pa. 


Edward J. Dorney 
CABINET CO. 


Kitchen Planning 
and Building 


We plan and build everything 
for your kitchen including floor 
and wall installation, designing 
birch kitchen cabinets and 
knotty pine cabinets. Have the 
kitchen you’ve always wanted. 


650 E. Broad Street 
Quakertown, Pa. 
Phone 621 


Arthur F. Peters 


All lines of Insurance 
Notary Public 


Auto Tag License Service 


1217 W. Broad Street 
Quakertown, Pa. 


Phone 947--W 


the great flood 


(Continued from Page 27) 
ville was flooded by about three feet of 
water, which surrounded the boilers, but 
did not reach the dynamos which stood on 
high foundations. 


CANAL PROBABLY DESTROYED 

The extensive work done by the Lehigh 
Coal & Navigation Co. to the canal along 
the Pennsylvania side of the river during 
the past two years, involving the expendi- 
ture of thousands of dollars was wiped out 
in a night. It is believed that the canal 
is practically destroyed. At Lumberville 
the high retaining wall between the river 
and towpath is destroyed beyond repair. 


ONE FATALITY REPORTED 

A telegraph operator named LeFevre, 
of Raven Rock, lost his life while en- 
deavoring to relieve another telegraph op- 
erator. His boat was struck by a floating 
house and capsized, and LeFevre was 
drowned. 

People who are willing to take their 
lives in their hands are rowed across the 
river betweeen Lambertville and New 
Hope at 50 cents a head. 


FLOOD AT LAMBERTVILLE 

A special telegram from Lambertville 
dated October 11, says: The flood at this 
place is the worst on record. No trains 
have been running north or south since 
Saturday noon as the tracks have been 
covered for a number of miles. As the 
water falls the road is washed out, which 
will delay the regular travel a number of 
days. A great many families were com- 
pelled to leave their homes for safety, 
some being taken out in boats and cared 
for by friends. 

The outlet locks have been very much 
damaged. Тһе large ferry cable is in the 
bottom of the river. 

F. F. Lear, miller, is a heavy loser, 
many thousands of feet of lumber, barn 
and other buildings being carried away. 
The engine room at the Lambertville Rub- 
ber Company was covered to such a depth 
that the large fly-wheel could just be seen. 


eem Yo 


John 


Steltz 


CROSS KEYS FURNITURE 


County-wide Service for Fine Household Furnishings 
CROSS KEYS, DOYLESTOWN 


WHEN WASHINGTON'S men 
were putting up the cannon to bar- 
ricade Ferry Street against the pos- 
sibility of the British coming across 
the river here by way of the Old 
York Road, this Inn was already 
over 50 years old. We still have 
good food and beds. Phone 3789, 
New Hope, Pennsylvania. 


Logan Inn 


PHONE DOYLESTOWN 5611 


LeRoy N. Cassel 
Real Estate 


Established in 1925 
Fine Properties 
with especial interest in 


Farms & Old Stone Houses 


608 W. Broad Street 
QUAKERTOWN, PENNA. 
Phone 575 


WE HAVE REDUCED the price of 
our illustrated booklet, Bucks County's 
"Fifteen Remaining Covered Bridges" 
to 24c so Pennsylvanians can buy it for 
a quarter and still pay the sales tax. 
Out-of-staters pay only 24c. Order 
from Bucks County Traveler, New 
Hope, Pa. 


Bucks County 
MOTEL 


FINEST 
ACCOMMODATIONS 


TASTEFULLY 
FURNISHED 


SHOWERS .. 
THERMOSTATIC HEAT 
AIR-CONDITIONED 
OPEN ALL YEAR 


Your comfort is our concern 


M. and M. CHASAN, managers 
2 MILES WEST OF NEW HOPE ON RT. 202 
PHONE: NEW HOPE 3447 


This cupboard is an example of 
some of the fine pieces of Pine 
Antiques and Reproductions you'll 
find in the shop on Mechanic Street, 
New Hope. Wholesale and retail. 
New Hope 2251. 


PAMELA MINFORD 


HAVE YOU EVER listened to Bob 
Brugger's "Lunch At The Doylestown 
Inn" over WBUX? It’s a Great Show. 
Have you ever lunched or dined here 
yourself? ^ You'll have а good meal, 
whether you eat in the Grille, the 
Dining Room or downstairs in the 
Jug-In-The-Wall, our Bar and Cock- 
tail Lounge. Were Air Conditioned, 
and all our rooms have baths. Drop 
by, here at the center of your County, 
where Route 202 and Route 611 cross. 
Our phone, Doylestown 9307. 


Doylestown Inn 
DOYLESTOWN, PA. 


NON - FADE 
GUNNING SIGNS 
(Guaranteed for one Season) 
In RED - WHITE - GREEN 


Colors—75c a dozen 
White—50c a dozen 


HUFFNAGLE PRESS 
Phone: 3356 New Hope, Pa. 


"Main Street bordered with autumn 
leaves, it was a pleasant thing." 


—Sinclair Lewis 


As the leaves begin to turn, a blaze 
of color envelopes New Hope. The 
decorations inside the Craft Shop fol- 
low suit—now the shop is all gold, 
rust and bronze. 


The cornucopiae are filled with fall 
fruits and the candles are bitter-sweet, 
rust and brown. 


In the little courtyard out front are 
dried floral materials for you to as- 
semble into winter arrangements. 


There is a shipment just arrived of 
lovely copper-based lamps with rust 
bamboo shades. 


And all the scarves and jewelry are 
keyed to the colors of the season. 


New Hope Craft Shop 


Daily: 9 to 6 Sundays: 11 to 6 


* For Fall & Winter * 


Well-tailored Woolens 
Mix-match Casuals 
Negligees 
Accessories 


Hand-Decorated Originals 


хоће “Gapleys 
Route 202 
1 mile West of New Hope, Ра. 


Phone New Hope 2820 


‘big steel 
(Continued from Page 10) 


time when costs are sky-high—and months 
before taxes can be collected to pay for 
them. Thus the county is in the position 
of a long-solvent firm undergoing a neces- 
sary expansion without the necessary cap- 
ital. 


WHO IS TO BLAME? 


At the heart of the problem is Fairless 
Steel, which has had its harsh critics in 
Bucks County ever since the day in 1950 
when it announced plans for the huge 
plant on the Delaware. True, the news- 
papers were full of headlines like “Lower 
Bucks Residents Hail Mill Prospects"—and 
there was a lot of excitement about the 
big doings in Falls Township. But even 
in the early days, the voice of the critic 
was heard in the land. 


“РП hurt us more than help us,” the 
voice said. “You wait and see.” The real 
tip-off, the voice added, was the fact that 
Big Steel sent its public relations people 
here right away. “If you're not going to 
hurt people, you don’t need advance public 
relations smoothies to soften people up for 
what's coming." 


As the big mill started to take shape, 
the criticism multiplied. Because of the 
influx of construction workers and their 
families, schools reached the bursting 
point-even with double sessions. Once- 
quiet towns and villages were clogged with 
noisy, heavy traffic. Farmers and mer- 
chants, whose workers quit in droves, com- 
plained, “How can you compete with Big 
Steel on the labor market?” And, worst 
of all, taxes began to rise. That was when 
the old residents began to glare at the 
new enthusiasts—and to eye hungrily the 
prosperous coffers of Big Steel. 


(This is the first of two articles on the 
impact of industry on our county. Next 
month, reporters Dwyer and Crews will 
present a complete run-down on the tax 
battle between U. S. Steel and Falls 
Township. ) 

= => 
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RIVER'S EDGE 


OPEN ALL WINTER 
12 Noon to Two A. M. 


Half a block off Route 202 
On the Lambertville side of the 
Delaware River Bridge 


Luncheon: Noon to Two 


Dinner: Six to Ten 
Cocktails 


SATURDAY BRUNCH 
For Football Fans 


You'll enjoy a delicious meal or a 
delightful drink overlooking the Dela- 
ware here by the warmth of the cheer- 


ful Open Fire. 
Phone Lambertville 897 


HERE'S A SOLUTION to 
cold hands, wet feet, wet gar- 
bage and mess! 

We have a wonderful new 
incinerator, called the HOL- 
LINATOR, that is specially 
made and insulated so that all 
your garbage and trash burns 
to a fine ash in minutes. It 
has a trap at the bottom to al- 
low for cleaning (maybe once 
a month). 

BUT the important feature is 
that you can have it right in- 
side your house—in the kitchen 
in fact—if you want. Just at- 
tach it to a chimney. 

CALL us for a THIRTY DAY 
FREE TRIAL! Doylestown 
4654. We're at 34 S. Main, 

—LOUIS PEARLMAN 


SURELY YOU’VE HEARD of our 
large variety of fine baked goods—we 
claim it’s the largest in all of Bucks 
County, and it’s baked fresh daily. 
Here's where you'll find it: 


19 S. Hellertown Ave., Quakertown 
Quakertown Farmer's Market 

27 E. Waltnut St., Sellersville 
Bristol Farmers Market 

Leh's Dept. Store, Allentown 
Zauns Market, Bethlehem 


YEAKEL'S BAKERY 


Our original Schanley Store moved 
to this spot from Milford Square 66 
years ago, and we have been serving 
the folks of the area faithfully ever 
since. Come in for Jewelry, Silver- 
ware, Watch repair and anything per- 
taining to the jewelry trade. 


SCHANLEY 
Jewelry Store 


212 W. Broad Street 
Quakertown, Pa. 


THE IDEAL LUNCH ROOM 
CONFECTIONARY 


TASTY SANDWICHES 
BREYER'S ICE CREAM 


Ralph W. Strunk, Prop. 
Cor. East Broad & Hellertown 
Quakertown, Pa. 


WE SPECIALIZE in better yarns, and 
free instruction in your knitting prob- 
lems whether it's an afghan, a sweater, 
argyle socks or a full dress. 


GENEVIEVE'S 
YARN & PLASTIC SHOP 
303 W. Broad St., Quakertown, Pa. 
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health dept. 


(Continued from Page 12) 


tigation while, at present, the nearest state 
laboratories are in Philadelphia, far enough 
to distort results. 


Underlying all these services that would 
be provided by a County Health Depart- 
ment is one major principle—that of using 
existing organizations and facilities. Our 
present hospitals (Bristol, Doylestown and 
Sellersville) have laboratories able, with 
some help, to do public health work. Pri- 
vate health agencies (TB, mental health, 
Cancer, etc.), by coordination, can furnish 
greater service to the public they now 
serve. 


These are not services by theory. They 
are aids to health that have been found 
essential over the years. We need a 
disease-prevention program that fits our 
case. Typhoid fever should be entirely 
wiped out—instead, there are several cases 
each year. Sewage must not pollute our 
swimming places and kill our fish—it does 
both. Restaurants must employ only 
healthy food-handlers—though no law re- 
quires them to do so. 


Of course, these problems are not con- 
fined to our own county. In one way or 
another, they have turned up in every 
state in our nation. Forty states, as I said 
before, have found they can best be licked 
by county health. units operating at an 
economical county level. In our own case, 
the State would pay half the cost of set- 
ting up and operating such a unit—so that 
the cost to us in taxes would be only about 
75 cents per person per year. 


The plan already has strong support. 
The national, state and Bucks County 
Medical Societies have wholeheartedly en- 
dorsed the idea, as have organizations like 
the Lions, Women's Clubs, Community As- 
sociations and Parent-Teacher Associations. 
But now it needs your support at the polls 
—so when you vote next month, please be 
sure to vote "Yes" on the proposal for a 
County Health Department. 


ONTENI 
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—QUAKERTOWN 


The Bucks County TRAVELER is no 
longer a one-man institution. It’s been 
sold and with this issue will be published 
by younger and better heads (?.—Ed.) 
But they are not going to make an editor 
emeritus out of us. Were still going to 
mosey around the county in the interest 
of history and pick up what stories we 


may find. 
o o a 


First of all, though, here's a schedule 
of what's happening around the county this 
month: 


OCTOBER 2—A month-long exhibition 
of paintings by John Folinsbee opens at the 
County Education Building, Doylestown. 
Open Mondays through Fridays 8:30 a. m. 
to 5 p. m. 


OCTOBER 3—Opening of the annual 
Fall Art Show at Phillips Mill north of 
New Hope. Daily from 1 to 6 p. m. 
through November 2nd. Admission is 25c 
and tea and cake will be served at tea- 
time for 25c extra. Gallery talks by artists 
for groups and students by appointment. 

ALSO ON OCT. 3—The Fall Meeting 
of the Bucks County Historical Society 
will be held at the 270-year-old Friends 
Meeting House in Fallsington starting at 
2:30 p. m. Hugh B. Eastburn of Bristol 
will discuss “The Delaware River and its 
role in developing Bucks County" and 
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THIS CORNER has always 
been a Hardware Corner—Al- 
ways will be. Besides General 
Hardware, we handle Paints, 
Oils, Glass, Sporting Goods, 
House Furnishing Goods and 
Garden Seeds. 


SHIVE 


Hardware Company 
Corner Main & State 


Doylestown, Pa. 
Phone 4053 


This lovely old brick wall and walk 
lead you up Mechanic Street to the 
steps that lead down to our attractive 
restaurant by the mill pond and 
canal. We are open all year round, 
every day but Monday, for luncheon, 
dinner and cocktails. Drop in dur- 
ing the week this winter and try our 
famous $2 dinner. New Hope 3784. 


Tow Path House 


New Hope, Pennsylvania 


THE Fabric Center 
For Over Fifty Years— 


Rayon Suitings— 
—Rayon & Acetates 
Woolens— 
—Cotton Prints 
Taffetas— 
—Cretonnes 
Drapery Fabrics— 


—Ginghams 


Deaterlys 


DEPARTMENT STORE 


Quakertown, Pa. 


LAMBERTVILLE 
SKATING RINK 


ROLLER SKATING 


Every Night but Monday 
8 to 11 p. m. 
Admission: 65c 


Matinee on Sunday 
2 89-59 (5. 3m. 
Admission: 35c 


Monday Nights are available for 
Parties or Benefits 


South Union Street 
Lambertville, New Jersey 


Lambertville 9855 
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Mrs. Jane Moon Snipes of Morrisville will 
talk on Phineas Pemberton, one of our 
county's most important early citizens. Re- 
freshments will be served and several old 
homes on Meeting House Square will be 
opened to Society members. 


OCTOBER 16— The sixth annual concert 
of the American Society of Ancient Instru- 
ments, sponsored by the Delaware Valley 
Festival Committee, will be held at the 
Bucks County Playhouse in New Hope 
starting at 8:30 p. m. Featuring the orig- 
inal forms of viols-and the harpsichord— 
the Society always presents an exception- 
ally fine concert. This year's soloist will 
be William Kincaid, first flutist of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, who will play two 
Telemann concertos. Tickets will not be 
available at the door but may be obtained 
by writing to Mrs. Nielson Rittenhouse at 
Lambertville, N. J. 


» о о 


We still haven't gotten around to dis- 
cussing the very handsome "New Doan 
Book" published this year by the Bucks 
County. Historical Society. Now they have 
announced another fine addition to the 
library of people who like history. It’s a 
new edition of "Places Names іп Bucks 
County" written by the late George Mac- 
Reynolds, Librarian of the Society. Some 
recent data has been added. Orders may 
be placed with the Society in Doylestown. 


" * ў 


Incidentally, the Historical Society's 
museum in Doylestown, which is open 
from 9 to 5 on weekdays, is an interest- 
ing place to visit when you are in the 
county seat. The other day I inspected a 
unique and extremely ingeniously made 
wooden harrow there. Made of wood, 
even to the spikes which are held by 
twisted strips of vines, it is supposed to 
have been made by an Indian. It was un- 


(Continued on next page) 


earthed in an old barn in Nockamixon 
Township. 
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Do the readers of TRAVELER know that 
the Reading Railroad tunnel at Perkasie, 
built in 1853, is the only tunnel in Bucks 
County? It is 2,150 feet long. It took 
a year for 2,000 men and 500 horses to 
construct it. 


El e » 


We have noticed that a number of the 
abandoned quarries in Bucks County have 
reopened during the past year, with the 
rocks being crushed for new road con- 
struction in Lower Bucks. There is an 
interesting abandoned lime quarry near 
Holicong known as Konkey Hole. It is 
supposed to be connected by an under- 
ground stream with the great Ingham 
Spring three miles away. In fact, there 
is a legend that an Indian fell into Konkey 
Hole many years ago and came up un- 
harmed at Ingham Lake. We are going 
to try it some day. 


» LE 


Hallowe'en time is pumpkin lantern time. 
Some folks call 'em Jack O' Lanterns—but 
Jack O' Lanterns, or witch fire, are the 
balls of phosphorescent junk that come 
out of swamps in the spring and dance 
around scaring people half to death. So 
far as my information goes, the pumpkin 
was first used by the Bucks County colon- 
ists who worked out-of-doors at night and 
had neither torches nor lamps for illum- 
ination—and so used candles in scooped- 
out pumpkins. Perhaps you didn't know 
it, but the very early varieties had no 
faces carved on them. The meat was just 
scooped out, the top left open, and the 
arrangement gave good light. 


= kad " 


The Old Traveler will have a lot of 
time now to answer your letters. If there's 
anything you want to know about Bucks 
County, just write. 

—Henry L. Freking 


QUAE 9 
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HE FIRST DEMING 
PUMP I installed 
was for P. Niemeyer 

when he got his World War 
I bonus. They're fine pumps 
—and can deliver any 
amount from 2 gallons a 
minute to 50 gallons a min- 
ute. But there’s always 
something more to learn, I 
go down to the Deming 
Pump School from time to 
time to brush up. 


H. DEAN 
Well Drilling Contractor 
Deming Pumps & Parts 
New Hope, Pa. 
Phone 3355 


IT SEEMS SORT of funny for a 
drugstore to be selling candy, like we 
especially feature Whitman’s or to han- 
dle so many of the different things 
Drugstores do today. But keep in 
mind, our main job is to compound 
the prescriptions for your medicines 
with the greatest skill. The other 
things have just grown up around the 
basic need folk have for their drug 
store. We're at 213 W. Broad, Quak- 
ertown 135. 


LeRoy A. Hillegass 


The REXALL Store 


PVE BEEN in this Business a long 
time now, and IF 34 years’ Experience 
means anything, just call 

Quakertown 1028 


For Registered Plumbing 
and Heating 


OIL BURNERS 
24 Hour Service 


D. C. STONE 


Harry S. Stone, Registered Plumber 


FOR 239 Years this old grist mill has 
been standing, and most of those years it 
was performing its task of grinding corn 
and grain for the folks around. The men 
of Washington's Army were supplied from 
it. Today, you can still see the wheel 
here though it’s no longer in use. 


Join us in this charming, historic spot for 
Luncheon, Dinner or Cocktails 
Open Sunday 


Water Wheel Jun 


Owned and Operated by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Opitz 
On Old Easton Highway, 1% Miles North of Cross Keys, Doylestown 
Phone Doylestown 3706 


The Old 


DEAR READER: 


May we suggest that a year’s subscription 
to Bucks County Traveler makes an ideal 
Christmas gift, one that is sure to last all year 
long as a reminder of you. 


We'll mail out the December issue well in 
advance, with a nice card saying Traveler is 
coming as your gift. 

Just send us a list of friends you’d like to 
send Traveler to---along with $2 for each sub- 
scription---and let us do the rest. Address: 
Subscription Department, Bucks Count y 
Traveler, New Hope, Pa. 


Thanks, 
A. & A. Ward 
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< CLASSIFIED 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING IS SUBJECT TO EDITORIAL APPROVAL. 
NO CONFUSING ABBREVIATIONS. 
— TELEPHONE: NEW HOPE 2885 OR 2273. 


MINIMUM $1.50. 
TISING—$5.10 PER COLUMN INCH. 


50c EACH LINE, 
CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADVER- 


ANTIQUES 


A VARIETY of Antiques at The Gargoyle on Rural 
Star Route, Richlandtown, Pennsylvania. —MARTHA 
HILL HOMMELL. 


EARLY AMERICAN Antiques bought and sold. —THE 
CARVERS, Ivyland, Pennsylvania. 


GENERAL ANTIQUES. We have an entrance on 
both Route 202 and Route 413 in Buckingham, Pa. 
—BERTRAM M. ROWLAND. 


All the Food You can Eat for $2.00 
— Мо Foolin’ — 
WASHINGTON HOUSE 
Sellersville, Pa. 


QUAKERTOWN LAUNDRY 
The Family Laundry 


115 South Second Street 
Phone 994, Quakertown, Pa. 


PATTERN GLASS, FURNITURE. Large selection of 
local, Early American antiques. Specializing in 
Corner Cupboards. —EDNA’S ANTIQUE SHOP, 
The General Greene Inn, Buckingham, Pa. 


ARTS & CRAFTS 


PLAYHOUSE GALLERIES—Fine Works by Bucks 
County Artists and changing one-man shows. To 
October 18th: Daniel Garbor. Oct. 22 to Nov. 8. 
Edna Andrade. Open Daily from 1 to 5:30. The 
Bucks County Playhouse Lane, New Hope, Pa. 
—C. A. WARD. 


THE NEW HOPE EXCHANGE wants hooked rugs, 
children's dresses, stenciled tablecloths, tea cakes 
and petits fours on consignment. Call New Hope 
225] or write HARRIET WENTWORTH, New Hope 
Exchange, New Hope, Pa. 


GIFTS FOR ALL Occasions. Items of beauty for 
home апа garden. —QUAKERTOWN DISPLAY 
MART, Route 309 at W. Broad Street, Quakertown, 
Pa. Phone 770. 


GOODS & SERVICES 


WE CARRY A Complete Line of Children's Wear 
from infants to teen-agers. Phone Quakertown 938. 
—THE CHILDREN'S SHOP, 112 E. Broad Street, 
Quakertown. 


SPORTING GOODS—At JOHNNY SMOLL'S SPORTS- 
MAN'S SHOP, 406 N. Broad Street, Quakertown, 
Pennsylvania. Phone 1308-W. 


PAPER HANGING—Let me Decorate your rooms 
with the new, beautiful and sensational 1953 
wallpapers. Воп-Топ, Asams, United, Shoemakers 
and others. Free estimates. —F. KIRKPATRICK, 
phone Quakertown 170-Е. 
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WESTEND MEAT MARKET 


LANDIS & FOULKE 
Quality Meats 
11 S. Main St., Quakertown, Pa. 
Phone 205 We Deliver 


BILL'S FLOWER SHOP 


A Complete Floral Service 

Flowers For Every Occasion 
GIFTS & GREETING CARDS 

Palace Theatre Building 


Quakertown, Pa. 
Phones: 508-M and 508-J 


FRED A. REED 
York Oil Burners 
Heating 
17'^ W. Court St., Doylestown, Ра. 
Phones: 5829 & 3729 


RENNINGER. 


Certified Meter Delivery 


FUEL OIL 
М7 UAKERTOWNO 78 
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FROZEN FOOD 
Delivered Direct to You! 


May we introduce ourselves to you folks in Bucks County 
whom we haven't already met, and suggest you take advan- 
tage of the certificate at the foot of the page? 

Our company is one of the oldest frozen food purveyors 
in the East. We carry a complete line of frozen foods direct 
from the packer to your home. Our monthly Buyers Budget 
Bulletin makes it possible for you to take advantage at all 
times of the most economical savings available for your 
family food budget. We have a "Freezer Discount Plan" 
which gives you who do not already own a home freezer a 
wonderful opportunity to buy one. 

We sincerely hope we'll meet you personally very soon, 
and that yours will become one more of the many, many 
satisfied families already benefitting from the wonderful food 
savings we offer. 


—AL STITES 
Street Road Southampton, Pa. Elmwood 7-4544 


PENN BRANCH 
FROSTED FOODS, INC. 


SPECIAL TO BUCKS COUNTY RESIDENTS: 


| | 
| | 
| If you place an order with us through this ad you | 
| will be entitled to our convenient delivery service for | 
| а minimum order of only $25. Phone Elmwood 7-4544 | 
| 
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FIREMAN? FOOTBALL STAR? FLIER? 


When this photograph was taken, Johnny was four 
years old and wanted to be a fireman. Now that he's 
older, he wants to be a football star. Next year, he'll 
probably want to be a flier. But whatever he becomes, 
his father and mother will always be glad they have this 
moment of his childhood permanently recorded—through 
the foresight of the UNITED PHOTOGRAPHERS GUILD 
and our Seven Year Plan. 


You see, we didn’t take just this one photograph of 
Johnny—we've been taking his picture once a year ever 
since he was a baby. Today his parents have a full seven- 
year record, starting with a large, 11 x 14 inch composite 
picture showing Johnny as a baby in five characteristic 
poses. They also have six excellent 8 x 10 portraits, one 
taken each year by a member of our Guild. And, to save 
this wonderful, heartwarming record, we provided them 
with a handsome album. 


We'll be glad to provide you with this same Seven 
Year Plan—the annual portraits and the album—for only 
$15. We think it's a real bargain. If you'd like to hear 
more about it, call our Bucks County representative at 
Doylestown 3796. Service clubs and other groups should 
ask him about our Profit-Sharing Plan for fund raising. 


---T he United Photographers Guild 


New Hope, Pa. 


Portrait of The Old Traveler- 


Shown gazing happily at an aerial map of Bucks 
County is Henry L. Freking of Quakertown, for- 
merly publisher and now associate editor of the 
BUCKS COUNTY TRAVELER. Having put aside 
the chores of publishing, he now is jaunting about 
the county picking up bits of history and informa- 
tion for his ‘Old Traveler’ column. He already has 
a lot of information at his finger tips and will wel- 
come questions and letters on the fascinating his- 
tory of Bucks. You can write to him at the office 
here in New Hope. 


Incidentally, although he's retiring from the busi- 
ness department, Henry is not averse to selling 
advertising space in the magazine. He's glad to, in 
fact, because he knows the advertising is effective 
—but his real love is history so if you can work 
some history into your advertising, he'll like it a lot 
better. 

Sincerely yours, 


THE TRAVELER 


New Hope 2885 - 2273 


